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MISSIONARY. 
FROM WESTERN ASIA. 


Letters have recently been received from 
Rev. Mr. Dwight, the missionary, by his friends 
in Utica. The writer, in the midst of his te- 
dious and protracted tour, has scarcé a mo- 
ment’s time to devote to minute description ; 
yet his hastiest sketches can scarcely fuil to be 
read with interest. The following extract is 
dated Shousha, Sept. 17, 1830, and forwarded 
to this country by way of the Baltic sea :—West. 

r. 





“From my letter to , dated Sept. 8, you 
will see that since I have been here, I have 
suffered from an attack of fever. Although my 
strength was very much reduced, still I feel 
now as well as ever. The Lord has been truly 

and gracious; and O, that the remainder 

of my days might be more unreservedly conse- 
crated to him. Ever since I left America, I 
have found him a kind and merciful protector, 
and in several instances, he has wonderfully 
interposed in an hour of special danger. Al- 
though I would not presume to compare my 
case with that of the great apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, still I may with truth adopt a part of his 
language, and say, I have been “in journeyings 
often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, 
in perils in the sea, in weariness and painful- 
ness, in watchings often, in hunger amd thirst, 
in fastings often, in cold and (nakedness.)” But, 
hitherto in all these circumstances of trial, the 
Lord has been “my refuge and fortress,” and 
surely I have the strongest reason to make him 
my trust in time to come. 
fear “the terror by night; nor the arrow that 
flieth by day; nor the pestilence that walketh 
in darkness ; nor the destruction that wasteth 
at noon-day ;” for the Lord has said, “ A thou- 
sand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at 
thy right hand ; but it shall not come nigh thee.” 
This has been verified in our case, and espe- 
cially during a month past. Many thousands 
around os have fallen victims to that dreadful 
disease, the cholera morbus ; bat we have been 
mercifully preserved. How long it will be for 
the glory of God, that we should remain in the 
“ house of our pilgrimage,” we know not; but 
while we would ever watch in expectation of 
our departure, we would alsc confidently trust 


»bame in America. 


Then I need not} 





the Lord, and hope to be preserved as in days 
that are past. 


“] have stated in my letter to ——, some of 
the ravages of the cholera in this vicinity. This 
disease ix; in sotne respects, at least, very dif- 
ferent from that which is known by the same 
Here'it is epidemical ; some 
physicians say contagious. It attacks persons 
with great severity, and usually puts a speedy 
termination to their existence. Many drop 
down in the streets, and survive but a few hours, 
Probably, however, many who die might be 
cured, were skilful physicians at hand, and 
would the individuals affected make an early 
application. You can hardly conceive the pan- 
ic which the people of these countries feel, 
when this disease approaches the place where 
they reside. The ‘Tartars here, who are Ma- 
homedans, have had several processions to the 
graves of their dead, where they offer 4p pray- 
ers to God, that he would avert the disease. 
They collect in great numbers, without mach 
order, and march with a hurried step through 
the streets, carrying flags of different colors, 
and having the music of a coarse dram, with 
some tinkling instrument; each individual at 
the same time, erying out, “UUah! Ullah?” 
which is their name for the divine Being.— 
When they have arrived at the graves, a scene 
of the greatest confusion commences. 
prostrate themselves upon the ground, and 
atonce, with loud voices, cry to God for his 
interposition. kt has been peculiarly affecting 
to me, to see these deluded people march thro’ 
the streets; and the whole exhibition is very 
muck like some scene of heathen worship.— 
May the Lord convince them of their delusions, 
and show them that “there is but one media- 
tor between God and man—the man Christ Je- 
sus.” 

“fT assure you, my dear ——, that while tra- 
velling im these foreign lands, among @ people 
of strange manners and of a strange tongue, I 
often, very often, think of my Utica friends, 
and of all the scenes of my childhood and riper 

ears there. But if the Lord can-use me as an 
imstrument im opening the eyes of this peopte, I 
would not go back. I long, however, to hear 
from you, and especially to hear that the werk 
of God is revived emong you, and that you are 
all doing much for the spread of the lin 
foreign lands. We have but a limited period of 
our existence to spend on the earth, and how 
much more happiness shal we enjoy through 
eternity, in reflecting that that time was spent 


}for God, than that it was spent only for our- 


selves. 
“ Jt is yet Qucertain when we shall leave here; 
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but we hope Providence will open the way for 
us soon. At present, it would be madness to 
venture; and indeed we cannot hire horses, as 
no one will go in the direction we wish, while 
the sickness rages.” 


GLASGOW CITY MISSION. 


In return for the boon of temperance socie- 
ties, for which our friends in Britaigcheerfully 
acknowledge their indebtedness, they are send- 
ing to us their very noble and efficient plan of 
city missions. Many of our readers are prob- 
ably aware, that measures are in progress to 
establish them in several of our principal cities, 
through the agency of the Rev. Mr. Nasmith, 
from the Dublin and Glasgow City Missions. 
We have before us the 4th report of the latter 
society. They employ 20 agents, some of them 
preachers, but mostly young men preparing for 
the ministry. These labor four hours in everg 
day, except Saturday, in the service of the so- 
ciety, visiting the houses of the poor, praying, 
conversing, reading, and holding prayer meet- 
ings, &c.—These young men belong to seven 
different denominations of evangelical Chris- 
tians. The necessity of such missions is based, 
theoretically, upon the belief, that “ by the time 
any minister in a densely populated city atteuds 
to his own charge, he will have little time to 
devote to the spiritual interests of those who 
come within the charge of the city mission.” 
The practical proof of the point is found in such 
statements us the following, which wo select 
from the report before us. [WV ¥. Evan. 


Instances of Ignorance.—“ Met with a family 
to-day,” writes an agent, “which has been in 
Glasgow twenty years:—the father, mother, 
and a good many children, one of them twelve, 
another sixteen, and another twenty years of 
age, all so grossly ignorant, that not one of them 
know any thing about the Saviour. ‘They gave 
me such stupid and absurd answers to my. ques- 
tions, as cannot be mentioned.” 

Another speaks of a woman, between sixty 
and seventy, “who has lived forty years in 
Glasgow, and who, as to outward deportwnent, 
is rather decent, but who is as ignorant as if 
she had lived in a country where the Gospel 
had not been preached.” 

Another writes: “ Visited to-day, a middle- 
aged man and his wife, who are extremely 
careless with regard tothe salvation of their 
souls. They indeed live in the total neglect of 
all.the means of grace, public or private. I 
spoke to them about the fail of man, and then 
put a few questions to the husband, respecting 
the manner in which sin wes introduced into 
our world, which he could not answer. I then 
asked him who was the first man and woman 
that God created ; could not answer. I again 
asked him if he could inform me who was the 
Mediator between God and nan; no answer.” 


Prevailing Intemperance.—“ I find,” says an 
Agent, “that drinking of ardent spirits is the 
prevailing sin among the poor. In my rounds, 
either the husband or wife complains to me 
about their dissipated partner; and it is a 
mournful fact, that in many families, both the 
father and mother, are, in every sense of the 
‘word, drunkards, far from God, and among 
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that list of characters who shall not inberit His 
kingdom. How can such persons be expected 


to — their children in any thing that is 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
From the (Baptist) Christian Watchman. 
THE NEW YEAR. 

By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, 
O God of our salvation, Ps. Ixv. 5. 

In looking abroad on the moral and political 
state of the world, we see much of the interven- 
tion of an allwise Providence, constantly operat- 
ing changes on the face of society, and undoubt- 
edly, though in many instances imperceptibly 
overruling all for the grand object of diffusing 
his goodness, securing the happiness of his 
friends, and displaying the glory of bis char- 
acter. Itis this manifestation of himself which . 
now constitutes, and will forever constitute, the 
highest felicity of all holy beings. He has 
promised his church on nen. that he will make 
this exhibition of his perfections, and this as- 
surance has encouraged their supplications. 
The memorable entreaty of Moses to Almigh- 
ty God,—*“ 1 beseech thee, show me thy glo- 
ry,”—has been the ardent request of each re- 
generate soul in every age. Hence the pray- 
er, “Thy kingdom come,” as the fulfilment of 
the promise alluded to, is now the universal 
petition of the pious in all the earth. Could 
we hear the secret breathings of the sable con- 
vert to Christ ia Africa, or the ardent desire of 
the new-born saint in Burmah, and compare 
the feelings of their hearts with those of the 
enlightened believer in the most polished city 
in Christendom, their supreme wish would 
mutually unite and centre in this, “ Let God 
be glorified.” The manner in which this 
should be effected, and all the means of 
an end so glorious, they would cheerfully sub- 
mit to him. 

Whenever any great deliverance has been 
wrought for the church, it has usually been in 
a way altogether unexpected. While salvation 
to them has been granted, it has often been 
with the destruction of his and their enemies. 
When “the day of vengeance was in his beart, 
the year of his redeemed had come.”—Thus 
was it in the deliverance of Israel from Egyp- 
tian bondage, when Pharaoh and his host were 
drowned in the Red Sea. Thus was it too 
when Judah, under king Hezekiah, was deliv- 
ered from the Assyrian army. “The angel of 
the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of 
the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five 
thousand.” 

The present seems peculiarly a day of rebuke 
aud blasphemy. Infidelity is raising its brazen 
front against Heaven, pine Pre his revela- 
tion. The foreign missionaries of an antiqua- 
ted superstition, claiming infallibility and as- 
suming the fair name of Christianity, are en- 
deavoring to supplant, on our soil, the genuine 
principles of the gospel of Christ. And while 
the enemy is thus coming in like a flood, the 
thrones and despotisms of Europe are trem- 
bling to their centre. War is again threaten- 
ing to devastate the populous nations of that 
region, and what may be the course and extent 
of its influence no created being can reveal. 
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The rich blessings of grace, which are prom- 
ised in the Bible, will not descetid upon the 
world until great changes are operated on the 
face of society, nor until momentous revolu- 
tions have humbled the proud oppressors on 
this globe. But in the certainty of one event 
we may have the most undoubted confidence, 
that the kingdom of Christ, who has commenc- 
ed his reign on earth in the hearts of his friends 
will assuredly continue to spread its influence 
over the world, till “the whole earth shall be 
filled with his glory.” Before this consumma- 
tion, every idol temple must be demolished ; the 
altars of superstition, even those which may be 
honored with the venerable name of jnfallible 
Christianity, must be overthrown; the estab- 
lishments of religion, which have a corrupt al- 
liance with civil governments, must be broken 
up; luxury and dissipation among the wealthy 
must cease; the faces of the poor must no long- 
er be ground, by the payment of enormous sal- 
aries to the civil ruler, and an equality of rights 
but not of property, must be known and under- 

and universally enjoyed. The predic- 
tions of the Bible warrant all this. But in the 
view of what must precede, it is evident that 
“ the end is not yet.” Let each believer “ stand 


in his lot,” and do his duty, and when “the 
overwhelming scourge shall pass through, it 
shall not come” unto him. In the forcible lan- 

e of Jay, such a Christian, “ may stand on 
the ashes of a universe, and exclaim, I nave 
LOST NOTHING. 


REV. ANDREW FULLER AND DR. Hop. 
KINS. 


But though Mr. Fuller was so devoted a dis- 
ciple of President Edwards, he looked with 
anxiety and alarm at the speculations of those 
in this country, who, going beyond that great 
writer, resolve all the actions of men into mere 
results of divine efficiency. This anxiety he 
expressed freely to Dr. Hopkins, with whom 
he was in habits of correspondence. “ Your 
observations on James i. 13, in vol. I. p. 213 of 
your System, go only to prove that your views 
do not represent God as tempting men to sin: 
but you do not observe the opposilion in the 
context, that evil is not to be ascribed to God, 
v. 13—15, while every good and perfect gift, 
especially regeneration, is to be ascribed to 
God,” v. 16—18, p. 296. This passage of scrip- 
ture ought, we think, forever to prevent state- 
ments of this kind which have sometimes been 
made, viz. that “God is equally the author of 
sin and of holiness.” The utmost we can say 
of sin, unless we mean to contradict the apos- 
tle in so many terms, is that God permits its 
existence, while holiness is the result of his di- 
rect and special influence on the mind.—Chris. 
Spec. 


From the Washington Spectator. 


THE SLAVE TRADE IN THE CAPITOL. 


“The tender ties of father, husband, friend, 

All bonds of nature in that moment end, 

And each endures while yet he draws his breath, 
A stroke as fatal as the scythe of death ; 

They lose in tears, the far receding shore, 

But not the thought that they must meet no more ?” 





It is well, perhaps, the American people 
should know, that while we reiterate our boasts 
of liberty in the ears of the nations, and send 
back across the Atlantic our shouts of joy at 
the triumph of liberty in France, we ourselves 
are busily engaged in the work of oppression. 
Yes, let it be known to the citizens of America, 
that at the very time when the procession which 
contained the President of the United States 
and his Cabinet was marching in triumph to the 
Capitol, to celebrate the victory of the French 
people over their op ressors, another kind of 
procession was marching another way, and that 
consisted of colored human beings, handcuffed 
in pairs, and driven along by what had the ap- 
pearance of a man on a horse! A similar scene 
was repeated on Saturday last ; a drove consist- 
ing of males and females chained in couples, 
starting from Roby’s tavern on foot, fur Alex- 


andria, where, with others, they are to embark 


on board a slave-ship in waiting to convey 
them to the South. hile we are writing, @ 
coloured man enters our room, and begs us to 
inforin him if we can point out any n who 
will redeem his friend now immured in Alexan- 
dria jail, in a state of distress amounting almost 
to distraction.* He has been a faithful servant 
ofa revolutionary officertwho recently died—hag 
been sold at auction—parted from affectionate 
parents—and from decent and mourning friends. 
Our own servant, with others, of whom we 
can speak in commendatory terms, went down 
to Alexandria to bid him farewell, but the 
were refused admission to his cell, as was said, 
“the sight of his friends made him feel so.” 
He bears the reputation of a pious man. It is 
but a few weeks since we saw a ship with her 
cargo of slaves in the port of Norfolk, Va. ; on 
passing up the river saw another ship off Alex- 
andria, swarming with the victims of human 
cupidity. Such are the scenes enacting in the 
heart of the American nation. Ob patriotism ! 
where is thy indignation? Ob philanthropy ! 
where is thy grief? Oa suame! WHERE Is 
Tuy pLusu ? Well may the generous and no- 
ble minded O’Connell say of the American cit- 
zen, “I tell him he is a hypocrite. Look at the 
stain in your star-spangled standard that was nev- 
er struck down in battle. I turn from the declara- 
tion of Independence, and I tell him that he has 
declared to God and maf a lie, and before God and 
man I arraign him as a hypocrite.” Yes, thou 
soul of fire, glorious O’Connell, if thou could but 
witness the spectacles in Washington that make 
the genius of liberty drop her head in shame, 
and weep her tears away in - silence and 
undissembled sorroW, you would lift your voice 
even to tones of thunder, but you would make 
yourself heard. Wherejis the O’Connell of this 
republic that will plead foifthe EMANCIPATION OF 
THE District or Corumpia? These shocking 
scenes must cease from amongst us, or we 
must cease to call ourselves free, aye, and we 
must cease to expect the mercy of God—we 
must prepare for the coming judgments of Him 
who, as our charter acknowledges, made all 
men “ free and equal.” 


* At the same time this man was sold, another—a 
husband—was knocked off. The tears and agonles 
of his wife made such an impression on the mind of a 
generous spectator, that he bought him back. 





516 











POPERY. 
LETTERS ON POPERY.—NO. IV. 


Mr. Temple reveals in the following letter, the 
grand cardinal canon of the “Infallible Church”’— 
viz: The private remission and absolution of sins, by 
the Catholic priest, for money. Toleration towards 
the Catholics does not, we suppose, require us to make 
fools of ourselves, and speak with moderation in such 
acase. It would be paying more for Christian liberal- 
ty than was ever before asked for it, if Protestants 
must stultify themselvesto preserve it. The confession- 
al scheme is the very key-stone of the Papal arch, 
and it is, therefore, making rather thorough work to 
pull it out. Nevertheless, there is not to be found 
in any creed, ancient or modern, a doctrine more 
impious, or more shocking to the moral sense and 
common sense of intelligent minds. Mr. Temple 
has described it with great moderation, and followed 
it out into some of its effects on the morals and man- 
ners of men. Intelligent Catholics disavow this 
branch of its mummery. But they only avow there- 
by that they have grown too intelligent for their reli- 
gion, and acknowledge themselves not Catholics. The 
Pope would very soon endorse their acknowledge- 
ment ina summary manner, if he did but know it. 
It is a branch of that yellow tribute, which the “ Man 
of Sin” does not suffer heedlessly to run to waste. 

Malta, July 24, 1830. 
To the Editors of the New Yerk Observer, 

Gentlemen :—Auricular confession next claims 
our attention. The church of Rome has num- 
bered this among her seven sacraments, and 
then thundered forth an anathema against all 
who shall say that this is a human invention, 
or who shall deny that sacramental confession 
was divinely instituted, or that it is necessary 
for salvation. 

But what is this auricular confession ? It is a 
private confession in the ear of a priest of all 
sins committed after baptism. The penitent 
must confess all the sins of bis thoughts, indeed 
all the sins which he can recollect, after the 
most serious examination of his heart and con- 
science. This confession, according to the 
Council of Trent, must beWade, at least once a 
year, and as much oftener as persons may 
choose. All persons who have come to years 
of discretion must visit the confessional once 
every year, or be excommunicated. Sins cum- 
mitted previous to baptism need not be confes- 
sed, for it is the doctrine of the church that they 
are all washed away by the administration of 
that rite. 

The church of Rome strenuously maintains 
that the remission of sins, committed after bap- 
tism, can be secured in no other way but by 
confession to a priest, when the penitent is in a 
situation to avail himself of that sacrament, as 
she is pleased to call it. If no priest can be 

cured for the purpose of confessing the pen- 
itent, then the simple desire to confess will be 
accepted of God—it is all the same as if he had 
confessed. : 

The defenders of this doctrine maintain that 
ite influence is extremely salutary in restraining 
the perverse propensities of men, since they 





Letters on Popery. 





[Jan. 


know that they must submit to the shame and 
mortification of disclosing to a priest,.without 
any concealment, all the sins which they have 
committed. This reasoning appears plausible 
at first view; it loses, however all its plausi- 
bility as soon as the whole subject is examined. 
Such.confession might, for aught we know, be 
salutary, to a certain extent, if it were not so 
liberally compensated by the absolution which 
it secures. The confessor is armed with the 
tremendous power of remitting or retaining the 
sins of all those who confess to him. He is 
obliged, however, to say to the penitent, who 
kneels before him and confesses his sins, “I 
ABSOLVE THEE,” unless there is something pe- 
culiar in the nature or in the circumstances of 
the sins he confesses. When this happens, the 
case is a reserved one, and must be submitted 
tothe Bishop. But generally absolution follows 
confession and some slight penances ; and when 
absolution is obtained, conscience finds the qui- 
etus which it wanted, and slumbers in peace. 
Every one is at liberty to choose his own 
confessor, and a very superficial knowledge of 
human nature is sufficient inform us that the 
selection will Le according to the taste of the 
penitent, and that the confessor most common- 
ly chosen, will be one whose penances are not 
distinguished by their severity. Itis altogether 
vain to pretend that the confessional operates 
asa powerful and general check on the de- 
pravity of the hnman heart. This effect may 
perhaps, be produced by it in a few solitary in- 
stances: but ten will be encouraged to indulge 
their depraved propensities, when they are as- 
sured that absolution can be easily and certain- 
ly obtained, where one will be restrained by the 
apprehension of the shame and mortification 
which he must endure in confessing his crimes 
and submiting to the prescribed penances. 
eae es ee ee 


It must be obvious to every one that the 
shame and mortification occasioned by confes- 
sion must be very partial and transient in a 
country where the practice is common to the 
whole population, and where the confessor 
would incur the hazard of being persecuted by 
the common populace, should he divulge the 
sins of those who think they have discharged 
their duty in revealing them to his private ear. 
If he would not Jose all his popularity, he must 
allow confession to be as agreeable, and penan- 
ces as easy as possible, especially to persons 
whose weaith or rank or intelligence give them 
influence. 

Absolution granted by a confessor whose 
conduct is most flagitious, whose sins are oper 
going beforehand to judgment, is just as valid 
as if it had been granted by the Chief of the 
Apostles. What idea of sin can men have, 
when they are taught that the most abandoned 
of all the human race, if they are only in pos- 
session of holy orders, are clothed with the 
power of pardoning it? 

The Council of Trent utters an anathema, as 
usual, against all who shall deny that priests, who 
are themselves in mortal sin, have the power of loosing 
and binding other men’s sins. From this it would 
seem fair to infer that if Satan, instead of trans- 
forming himselfinto an angel of light, asthe A pos- 
tle assures us he sometimes does, should just 
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transform himself into a Roman Catholic priest, 
he would then be clothed with the tremendous 
prerogative of loosing and binding men’s sins 
at his pleasure. 

It would be tedious and endless to enumerate 
all the evils which this unscriptural doctrine 
has introduced, All seriously disposed parents 
trembie for the consequences, when their 
daughters attain to an age which obliges them 
to visit the confessional. It is enough, perhaps 
more than enough, merely to allude in passing, 
to the shameful criines to which the confession- 
al has given birth, and of which it has too often 
been a witness. 

1f the church had merely insisted on auricular 
confession to oue of her priests, without assu- 
sning the prerogative of granting absolution, we 
should even then have complained of this as a 
measure, Which no precept of the Bible either 
enjoins or justifies, aud which an enlightened 
policy would condemn; but when such confes- 
sion 13 enjoined for the purpose of opening the 
door of absolution, it is hardly possible to mar- 
shal against it terms of reprehension sufficient- 
ly pointed and severe. 

‘Take away from the people the idea that the 
priest has the power to forgive their sins, and not 
one ia a thousand of them would ever approach 
the confessional again. As it now is, however, 
the confessional is a spiritual insurance office, 
where a few penances and alittle money secure 
the soul against all the dangers of being ulti- 
mately lost. 

Let us for a moment consider one of the most 
common penances imposed by the priest. Un- 
fess the penitent has fallen into some mortal sin, 
@ part of the common penance imposed on him 
4s, to repeat a certain number of times some 
prescribed form of prayer, more especially the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the salutation of the Angel, 
“Hail Mary,” &c. &c., and this they are taught 
to consider as a satisfaction offered to divine 
justice fur the sinus they have committed. 

_ ds it not amazing that prayer, which every 
sincere Christian eujoys as one of the most pre- 
cious of all his spiritual privileges, should be 
enjoined asa penance? Penance, as it is used by 
the Church of Rome always implies punish- 
ment. What should we say of a father, who 
should punish the delinquencies of his son by 
compelling him to come ten times a day to en- 
joy his presence and smiles and favors? If this 
be a punishment indeed, then who can resist 
the inference that such a son is a worthless 
prodigal, who prefers a strange land among 
harlots to his father’s house ? 

1f prayer be addressed to God with a right 
spirit, it cannot be a penance, but rather a 
pleasure and a privilege ; and if it be offered in 
any other manner, it then becomes a vain obla- 
tion, which God forbids. us to bring—it is in- 
cense which he calls an abomination. 

What language can adequately depict the ab- 
surdity, not to say the impiety, of teaching 
men that the divine justice can be satisfied by 
the frequent repetition of prayers offered to 
God as a penance? But what absurdities will 
not men embrace when the Bible is not their 
only authoritative guide? T'hey have rejected the 
word of the Lord, says the angen, and what wis- 
domiginthem? tam, &c. &e. Dz T. 


Give us a better in its stead.—Monthly Tract Distribution. 
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GIVE US A BETTER IN ITS STEAD. 


At the present tme, desperate efforts are 
made by the enemies of Christianity in our 
country, to oppose the progress of religion, and 
destroy its institutions, But could they effect 
their object, and exterminate christianity among 
us—what would they gain? Could they intro- 
duce a better religion, one more adapted to an- 
imate our hopes and restrain our passions, to 
supply an antidote to our miseries, and promote 
universal happiness in this life and that to come, 
they might not only claim our attention, but 
demand our co-operation. 

a is reasonable to require, that, if they take 
away our present religion, they should substi- 
tute something better in its stead. It isa well 
known fact, that every nation yet discovered, 
has had its religion of some kind, with its min- 
isters, rites, and ceremonies; and it was the 
opinion of ancient legislators, that without 
some religion, human society conld not exist. 
What then may we rationally expect in ex- 
change for that religion, which gives us clear 
ideas of the perfections and government of 
God; reveals a future state of rewards and 
punishments, and a way in which a condemn- 
ed, polluted siuner may be pardoned, purified 
and saved ; which has in a great measure 
ished from the earth the system of slavery un- 
der which it formerly groaned; disenthralled 
the female sex, and elevated them to an equali- 
ty with the other; cemented the bonds of mar- 
riage and made provision for the maintenance 
and education of children; mitigated the rigors 
of despotisin, the horrors of war, and the se- 
verity of punishment; humanized the manners 
of men and shed the illumination over all class- 
es of society ; which has administered a cordial 
to the fainting, a soothing antidote to the sor- 
rowful, and been an angel of mercy to the dy- 
ing ?—Chris. Spee. 


MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION OF TRACTS. 


The Boston T'ract Society, at a late meeting, 
show by their Report, that during the past 
year, 37,500 pages of Tracts had been distri- 
buted in the Sabbath schools of that city, 37,- 
500 to Seamen, and 15,000 to Humane and 
Criminal Institutions. 

The plan of operation adopted, is to appoint 
a commillee of twelve—and over each ward of 
the city, one of this committee as superintend- 
ent. The superintendent divides his ward into 
districts, containing generally from 30 to 60 fam- 
ilies each, and provides for each district a distri- 
butor. ; 

It is made the duty of the distributor in his 
first visit, in all cases where it is practicable, to 
see the head of the family, and state fully and 
explicitly the objects of the Tract Society, and 
in a respectful manner, ask permission to leave 
a tract at the house, once a month, and in no 
case to leave a tract without the consent of the fam- 
ily. 

Facts connected with the monthly distribution— 
One fact mentioned is, that the fervent Chris- 
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tians in the different evangelical denominations 
in the city, heartily co-operate in the plan ; and 
another, that the distributors are delighted with 
their work. Among many interesting incidents 
related, we select the following : 


a rejoiced that this system had commen- 
ced. Families were found destitute of the Bible 
and supplied. Children were brought into the 
Sabbath school who had not before attended. 

Several of the distributors speak of the deep 
interest which was manifested in the system.— 
‘The tracts were for the most part gratefully re- 
ceived. Says one, ‘If we would be kindly re- 
ceived and do good in the families we visit, 
we must begin our work in the closet.’ Says an- 
another, ‘I have visited 112 families, and all, 
with one exception, were willing to receive 
tracts. The work is far more pleasant than I 
anticipated.” 

Much good feeling was manifested towards 
the distributors. 

A gentleman who had never read but few if 
any of the tracts, and was much prejudiced 
—— them, after reading “The Bible above 
above all price,” pronounced it the best thing he 
ever read. 

In.one ward 12 children were brought to the 

Sabbath school the first month. 

“On asking one gentlemen,” says a distribu- 
tor, “if he was willing to receive a tract into his 
family once a month, he replied, No. So J left 
him. But after I had passed through my dis- 
trict and had left one in every other family, I 
called and told the gentleman of my success, 
and he thanked me for calling again, and said 
he would receive the tract and read it, and that 
I might leave one every month.” 

Says a superintendent, ‘I think my distribu- 
tors would feel it a self-denial, rather than oth- 
erwise, to relinquish the work. 

A lady, who appeared more interested at the 
second visit than at the first, said she had a sun 
Jaboring under some anxiety of mind, and that 
he wished me to take an early opportunity to 
see him. Soon after I called and found him 
reading his Bible, and said to him, you are 
pleasantly employed. ‘ Yes,’ saidhe. ‘Atract 
was left here a few weeks since, entitled “The 
Bible above all price.” The title led ine to pe- 
ruse it, and the perusal led me to search the 
Seripsures, to see whether they were of such 

‘jnestimable value, as was there represented. I 
am now convinced of the fact. have never 
before read the Scriptures in this light.’ 

After some remarks on the utility of the system 
the report concludes with the following obser- 
vations respecting its praclicability. 

It is practicable wherever there are Chris- 
tians who feel for the souls of men, and for the 
cause of ist. It is a system that can easily 

be adopted, unless the church is It is 
only for Christians to feel an interest in the 
work, and go forward and offer the tracts re- 
tfully, and the work is done ; for nearly all 
accept of them.—[Abr. from Bost. Ree. 


ANCIENT AND MODERN OPPOSITION COMPARED. 
[After the business of the above Tract meet- 


Boston Tract Society. 
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ing was transacted, Dr. Beecher rose and ad- 
verted, by way of a parallel with these latter 
days, to some of the circumstances which at- 
tended the first preaching of the Gospel by the 
Apostles in Jerusalem, and read from the Acts 
select portions of the narrative of these events.] 


About 120 disciples, after the death of their 
Master, were gathered together for prayer, and 
the Holy Spirit descended upon them; and then 
they all spake with tongues and preached the 
Gospel to people of many different languages. 
The consequence was a great excitement,—a 
crowd collected; some mocked, and then Pe- 
ter preached to them a Sermon with an Applica- 
tion, and 3000 were converted. ‘Then they had 
time enough for prayer and religious duties and 
money enough for benevolent purposes; for 
each “sold his possessions,and parted them to all 
men as every nan had need,and continued daily 
with one accord in the temple.” Then the 
lame man was healed, a crowd collected; Pe- 
ter preached another sermon with an applica- 
tion, ard 5000 are converted. The High Priest 
and nobles are alarmed and indignant at all this 
excitement ; they seize Peter and John, and 
demand of them by what authority they did so ; 
and then Peter preaches the Gospel faithfully 
to the High Priests and nobles. The Apostles 
are commanded to hold their peace, are threat- 
ened and dismissed ; and they immediately re- 
turn to their work of preaching to the people. 
Again they are seized and imprisoned: but an 
angel releases them and they continue to preach. 
A third time they are taken and beaten; but 
they rejoice that they are counted worthy to 
suffer; and without any delay resume their 
work. The excitement spreads and increases, 
Jerusalem is filled with their doctrine, the op- 
posers are in great perplexity what measures to 
take to stop it; till at nat in a paroxisin of 
popular fury, Stephen is seized and stoned to 
death. 

Hlere we may suppose there was a pause. 
The disciples probably met to consider what 
shonld be done, and to pray for divine guid- 
ance. Imagine them assembled, many coun- 
tenances indicating anxiety and alarm. At 
length one speaks: ‘Oh! the torrents of ridi- 
cule with which we are assailed! how shall we 
ever stand before it!’ Another remarks, ‘I can 
bear the ridicule very well; but they tell such 
falsehoods about us, they will utterly ruin our 
reputation and <lestroy all our influence among 
the people.’ A third feels it most deeply that 
they should be hated for the which they 
were doing, and that these fulsehoods are in- 
vented to make them odious on account of their 
usefulness. A fourth cannot bear the thought 
of being charged with wrong motives, and 
having all his efforts attributed to the desire of 
building up a party. A fifth feels disheartened 
because their success is principally confined to 
the poor, that none of the great and rich, the 
priests and nobles, lend them their name and 
influence, but do all in their power to crowd 
them down. A sixth is disturbed that there 
should be so much noise and excitement ; such 
a tumult that there can be no living in the city, if 
these efforts should go on. Another regrets 
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the division in families occasioned by their 
preaching ; and another points to the blood of 
Stephen, and hints at a little more prudence, 
lest they should all be massacred together. 

Now what shall they do in all this trouble ? 
They kneel down and pray together, they con- 
tinue for some time earnestly engaged in the 
exercise; and the cloud begins to clear away, 
the heaviness begins to clear away, the heavi- 
ness is removed from thdir hearts, they are in 
an entirely different atmosphere. Now one and 
another begins to recollect the words of Christ, 
how He had foretold that all this would hap- 
pen in just this manner, how he had command- 
ed, warned, and encouraged them; promised 
them a mansion in His Father’s house: He had 
gone to prepare a place for them, and sent the 
Comforter to be with them till Hisreturn. And 
now they-have only todo their duty, and leave 
the consequences with their Master. ‘They see 
things in an entirely different light, their des- 
pondency is all gone; they go again to their 
work with more resolution and earnestness than 
ever. 

Such was the spirit of Primitive Christianity ; 
this is the spirit that should avimate us in all our 
= a efforts for the salvation of the 
soul.—Ib. 


A HOUSE FOR THE SEAMEN’S FRIEND SO. 
CIETY. 


The following is an extract from a spirited letter 
received at the Seamen's Friend office through the Post 
Office, and contained a donation of $20 towards the 
object to which it relates. 

The subject which it introduces is worthy of the 
deepest consideration by the philanthropic and opu- 
lent, a great portion of whose comforts come through 
the labors of seamen, anda large share of whose 
wealth is constantly entrusted with them. 

A house for the Seamen's Friend Society is needed 
for the Seamen's Bank, now constantly rising in im- 
portance, for the publication of the Sailor’s Maga- 
zine, for a circulating library, for a marine museum, 
and for committees and socicties of seafaring wen, to 
hold meetings, &c. Who can tell the good that 
would flow from the single circumstance of bringing 
all these things together in a house provided by the 
liberality of the friends of seamen. 

Why indeed should not the society have a 
house as well as other societies? Is it not a 
branch of the same cause? And is not the Lord 
the God of the seu as well as the land ?—Oh, 
but where is the money to come from? “ Ah, 
there’s the rub.” Money, money, we want 
money is all the cry; and yet we hear some 
ay that money is so plenty we cannot get law- 
ful interest for it. Now, sir 1 am thinking there 
is something else wanting, and that is faith. 
There is plenty of money and it all belongs to 
Him, “ who giveth liberally and upbraideth not,” 
which character does not always belong to 
those who profess to be his stewards, as we 
professed beg ars know by experience: they 
often give illiberally and upbraid too. But 
blessed be Goag the silver and the gold are 
his, and the cattle on a thousand hills ;” and al- 
though men may have the money in their 


hands, their hearts are in his hands. Is it not 
He who giveth power to get wealth; Is it not 
tle who “maketh rich aud addeth no sorrow 
therewith; Yes, and it is he who maketh r 
as well as rich, “ What have we that we have 
notreceived 2” and, “ Who maketh us to differ ?” 
Ou, Mr. Editor did we consider these things as 
Christians, would the Lord’s side of the balance 
kick the boam; as | fear it would do now when 
weighed with what we give for our own grati- 
fication? And Ob, appalling thought, may 
not we at last be weighed oa found 
wantiug ? 

Une good man said, “I have long since ex- 
puuged the word « ible from my vocabula- 
ry;” another said, “Pray for great things—ex- 
pect great things—and attempt great things.” 
Another, “If I cannot do what 1 would, 1 will 
do what | can.” Perhaps this last is as good a 
saying as any, for there is none but can do 
something. But he who “spake as never man 
spake,” suid, “.4ll things whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” A 
“ whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will 
do, that the t’ather may be glorified in the Son.” 
If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do 
it.” “If ye had faith as a grain of mustard 
seed,” &c. “If ye love me, keep my com- 
mandments.” _“A uew commandment give I 
unto you that ye Jove one another.” Oh then 
let us ask in faith, that this dear Master would 
incline the hearts of those to whom he has en- 
trusted his silver and his gold, to give to the 
seamen’s cause, Let us not say, “ the time has 
not yet come ;” we have no time but now. 
Whatsoever our hands find to do, we must “do 
it with our might.” Our help to seamen will 
never be efficient, tll we have a house where 
all the departments can be fully accommodated. 
I have seen many a corner stone laid, of which 
there was as little prospect as of the Seamen’s 
House; and I do wish, aud I do pray, and I 
would fain believe that I may see that too. 
One thing I am determined to see, (should my 
life be spared over the Sabbath,) the foundation 
of a fund for building a house for the Sea- 
men’s Friend Society ; so here is my mite, which 
please deposit in the Seamen’s Saving Bank for 
that purpose. And now, you Mr. A. may give 
double or treble, and Mrs. B. you may give as 
much, Miss C. you may collect as much, and 
Mr. D. E. F. G. H. L. aud so on to Mr. T. where 
as usual, we ~_ pause to gather up the thou- 
sands, while U. V. &c. are preparing their offer- 
ings, with which we will soon “bring forth the 
headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, 
grace, unto it,” and the Bethel flag waving over 
it. Never mind the Sailor’s Snug Harbor fund. 
Let the poor, perishing body have the benefit 
of all that. Ours be the care of the never-dy- 
ing soul. Surely, if one did so much for 
former, many should be interested for the lat- 
ter. Do Mr. Editor, say something in your 
next Magaxine, to rouse Christians to this good 
work ; and may tens of thousands be poured 
into your treasury. And may all give of the 
“ Lord’s own” willingly, even if like me they 
can only give A Mire. 

P. 8. If I live and see a prospect of a house 

volente. 





in a year, I will repeat it, Deo 
NV. ¥. Obs. 
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INDIAN QUESTION AT WASHINGTON. 


A.-correspondent of the N. ¥Y. Observer, at Washing- 
ton, communicates the following interesting particulars 
re@pecting the Indian Question. 

. Wasuixctox, Jan. 1, 1831. 

As you have taken so firm a stand in vindication of the 
injured Indians, you will need no apology on my part for 
devoting this letter, chiefly, to this much agitated and 
agitating subject. ‘The present is indeed a ‘ crisis,’ teem- 
ing with importance to their personal interests and future 
happiness, and awful io its bearing upon the character 
and honor of this nation. I fear our legislators do not 
appreciate the magnitude of their trust touching this mat- 
ter. Not even the warm and noble defenders of the op- 

among them, it may be feared, are sufficiently 
alive to the importance of untiring vigilance and industry 
in the work which they have begun. The calls of busi- 
ness, I know are ofien urgent, but the faith of the nation 
should be an all-absorbing consideration. Perhaps the 
lively sensibilities of the Cherokee Delegates now in the 
city may mislead their judgment, but they do think even 
their friends in Congress, who ought to be tremblingly 
alive to the issues of the question, a little inclined to what 
has the appearance of indifference. These appearances 
might vanish on the introduction of the question before 
Congress, but they seem to look for personal sympathy, 
where it is not apt to be found in very general exercise— 
among legislators. What sympathy or even justice failed 
fo accomplish at the taking of the vote last session, would 
be accomplished by pevorss. ta and party spirit now, if the 
vote were re-considered. 

It was a master stroke of policy in the President, or his 
Premier, to retain the celebrated Maysville Bill, with its 
kindred, under consideration until the Indian Bill was push- 
ed through by its lean majority. That veto, if it ruined 
the Maysyilje road, would have saved the Indians, so far 
as the House was concerned, for more than the majority 
against them were quickly converted into their friends hy 
this astounding act. Those who did the deed under the 
influeace of party spirit, would undo it, if they could, un- 
der the same influence. The thing was tried on another 
question, and a feeling ef vengeance did in the case, what 
a sense of justice did for the Indians. It is perhaps from 
the latter feelifg that one member of the Senate, regret- 
ting his past course, has assured the Cherokees of his de- 
termination hereafter to espouse their cause. A member of 
the House, from the West, has also pledged himself still 
more strongly on their behalf. [t would be worth the pains 
and expense, if some influential constituent from each 
friendly District would come and stand by his servant here, 
prompting and persuading, watil he saw the cause of the 
oppressed triumphant. 

Cusaokee Detecatios at Wasnincrton. 

The names of the three Delegates from the Cherokee 
nation now here are, Taylor, Ridge and Coody. ‘Taylor 
is a large, portly man, of a bland, open countenance, 
which seems shaded with an expression sa deeply pen- 
sive, if not sad, as to indicate that but little hope for the 
fortunes of his country lingers aroun! bis heart. The 
experience of forty-five years (for that is his age,) in this 
dishonest and delusive world, may contribute to the som- 
bre cast of his feelings, a characteristic which is by no 
means so conspicuons in his younger brethren, Ridge and 
Coody, the first of whom is twenty-eight, the latier twen- 
ty-four years of age, and both of them intelligent and diz- 
nified men. They understand their rights, and say they 
will stand by them till crushed by the weight of power, or 
driven as exiles over the world. Taylor smokes a silver 
pipe.of elegant workmanship with a silver chain attached, 
presented by General Washington to one of their Chiefs, 
§ Badger’s mother,’ now slumbering with the dead. He 
naturally regards u, as the illustrious donor intended it— 
a symbol of the friendship and good faith of the United 
States, May it never remind him of his degradation and 
our treachery. 


PETITIONS OUGHT TO BE SENT IMMEDIATELY. 
The Cherokees are very much afraid that the hope of 
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the Secretary at War wili be realized, that the “ miscon- 
ceived philanthropy,” as he terms it, which has existed 
on their behalf wil “ subside.” They most anxiously 
wish that this heaven conceived philanthropy may be sus- 
tained and increased, until it swell into one universal ex- 
pression of the will of the people in the constitutional 
form of petitions to Congress. ‘Tell your story | 
day,’ ye friends of humanity and human rights. lis‘ trut 





is great and must prevail.” “We hang on public senti- 
ment,’’ said one of the Delegation, “ the goverament of 
the United States is restrained by the voice of the ° 
Petitions ought to be sent in that we may at least be sus- 
tained in our title, until the matter is decided in a lawful 
gvay. The object of Georgia is now to force us intoa 
treaty of surrender, and to make us relinquish that which 
has been secured under the fostering care of former ad- 
ministrations, If they even rub and plunder us, let aot 
our title be dixputed.” They have recently had an in- 
terview with the Secretary at-War. He received them 
with politeness. They asked him what course he inteud- 
ed to pursue, if Georgia should take possession of their 
lands by force, He replied that it would be time enough 
to decide whep that crisis should arrive. They intend 
requiring an explicit answer whether the government will 
secure them in the possession of their lands or not. These 
amount, they say, to about ten millions of acres. Accur- 
ding to their account, it is eight or nine hundred miles 
from their country to the projected place of banishment. 
But a small portion of it is habitable land, hardly suffi- 
cient to maintain the now there, consisting of 





a band of Cherokees who emigrated thither about tea 
Beyond is a prairie desert without wood or 


years ago, 
water. 


Orisioy or tae Surreme Court of tae Usitep 
States. 

In regard to the adjudication of the Indian ion by 
the Supreme Court of the United States, Chief Justice 
Marshall has recently dune an act which is decisive'of his 
opinion of the propriety of it. Not long agoa Cherokee 
was arrested under the authority of Georgia, on a charge 
of murder alleged to have been perpetrated on another 
Cherokee in the Che okee country. The accused was 
taken into the State of Georgia, and there tried before 
Judge Clayton in the County of Hall, “in the English 
language,” as the Delegation express it, Judge Under- 
wood acting as counsel for the prisoner. He was found 
guiliy and sentenced to be executed the twenty-fourth of 
December. After the sentence was pronounced, J 
Underwood demanded a copy of the proceedings of ¢ 
Court, certified by the Clerk, and forwarded them to Mr, 
Wirt, to enable that gentleman to obtain a writ of error 
from Judge Marshall, that the case might be brought be- 
fore the United States’ Court. The writ of error was 
granted and im nediaicly despatched ty the South, Wheth- 
er it reached the scene of action in time jo arrest the ex- 
ecution of the sentence is yet unknown.” * * 


Ixtennstixc Documents. 

1 have now lying on my desk two very interesting doc- 
uments, loaned me by the Cherokees and which they 
keep in a loag cylindrical box of tin, some account of 
which may not be unacceptable to your readers, One is 
entitled “ Minutes of Conferences holden at the War 
office, between the Secretary forthe Department of War, 
on behalf of the United States, and a Deputation from 
the Cherokee nation of Indians on behalf of the said pa- 
tion on the 30th of June and 3d of July, 1801. Charles 
Hicks, lnterpreter.”’ 

The other is a solemn treaty or rather a voluntary ehar- 
ter, written on parehment, under the hand of the Secre- 
tary of War; the upper side of the parchment being in- 
terwoven with a goklen chain pf double links, the lustre 
of which, | am sorry to say, has outlived the faith of +4 
government which it was intended to adumbrate, and t 
observance of the pledge which it adorns. The follow- 
ing isa literal transcription of the Document. 


“ To the beloved Chief of the Cherokee nation, Tax 
Litrie Torkey, on behalf of the said nation—The Se- 





you to yisit the seat of government, 
welcomed by your Father, the P: 





* I have since heard that the injunction was serged on 
the Governor of Georgia. 
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States, wilh cordiality; they have spoken and he has 
heard all the representations that they were instructed 
, on behalf of the Cherokee nation, to make to him. 
Tn his name I have answered them in sincerity and truth, 
and whep they shall report to you what I have said, I trust 
that you will feel all uneasiness removed from your minds, 
and that you and your nation will experience that satis- 
faction, which must result from a conviction of the cer- 
tainty with which you may continue to rely on the protection 
and a of the United States. These can never be 
forfeited but by the misconduct of the red people them- 
selves. Your Father the President instructs me to assure 
you in behalf of your nation,that he WILL PAY THE MOST 
SACRED REGARD TO THE EXISTING TREATIES between 
your NATCON and OURS, and protect your WHOLE TERRI- 
TORY against ALL INTRUSIONS that may be attempted by 
white people, that all encouragement shall be given to you 
in your just pursui laudable prog: ess towards com- 
fort and happi by the introd of useful arts; that 
all persons who shall offend against our treaties, or against 
the laws made for your protection, shall be brought to jus- 
tice, or if this should be impracticable, that a faithful re- 
muneration shall be made to you, and that he will never 
abandon his beloved Cherokees, nor their children, so long as 
they shall act justly and peaceably towards the white peo- 
ple and their red brethven. ‘This is all he requires from 
you ia retura for his (rieudship and protection ; he trusts 
will not force him to recede from these determinations 
y aa improper and unjust change of conduct, but that 








now, the words of Mordecai to Esther should ring in their 


by j ears, “If thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, 


then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise (to the 
Iadians) from another 2 but thou and thy father’s. 
house shall be destroyed.” Let him that hath the pow- 
er to arrest the iniquitous judgment look to this. 


DISTURBANCES IN ENGLAND. 
Repecting the disturbances in the country, and the- 
errors of the Government, the Editor of the World 
has, among others, the following remarks. He has 
gone to the true touch-stone to discover the secret of 
the evils which afflict his countrymen, when he points. 
to the national disregard of religious restraints, and 


| the contempt iuto which the /rue “ tables of the law’” 


are fallen among rulers and people. We may telk. 
invariably, by the traces which they leave upon this: 
test, from whence flow the calamities of states as 
well as lesser families. “The closing recipe for free-. 
ing England of all her woes, is the genuine and uni- 
versal catholicon—worthy of being committed to- 
heart here as well as there. . 

Weare unable todo more than furnish a few of 





‘ou will give him abundaat reason to increase, if f » 
Lis desire to see you happy and contented wader the fos- 
ing care of the United States 1 send you by your be- 
loved Chief, Ine Grass, a chain; it is made of gold, 
which will never rust, and [ pray the Great Spirit to as- 
sist us in keeping the chain of our friendship, of which 
this golden chain is meant as an emblem, bright for a 
long succession of ages.” r 
“ War Department, 7th July, 1801. 
H. DEARBORN, Secretary of War. 
[Seal of the United States.] 


Spirit of Washington and Jefferson! Spirit of Justice 
aad Humanity! Is there any meaning in promises ; any 
force in words? Is there any truth in the seal of the Unit- 
ed States, or in the signatures of its highest officers ? Here 
is the original charter before my eyes with its golden 
chain, the emblem of eternal friendship. The chain is 
still bright, but the friendship of the Government that 

ave the pledge has “ rusied’’ indeed. It is no more! lt 
is buried with Washington, Jefferson, Dearborn, and all 
the illustrious dead, who lic as low as the children of the 
forest with whom they negotiated. The real ground to 
which the opponents of the Indians are driven, is this: 
“ The faith of treaties need not be kept with savages—a doc- 
trine well worthy the darkness of the middle ages. 

The descendants of Badger's Mother, Litle Turkey, 
and the Ginss, may now smoke the silver pipe of their 
ancestors (the of the Father of his country) about 
the streets of the Capitol in vain; in vaia may they wait 
for justice at the gate of the palace with the solemn char- 
ter signed and sealed by the government, in their hands, 
in which that government engages to pay the most “ sa- 
CRED REGARD To EXISTING TREATIES” made with the 
Cherokee sation, and NEVER TO ABANDON their beloved 
Cherokees.” 


Lert tae Cnorncnes pray ror tus Inptans. 

A memorial will soon be presented to Congress by the 
Indians now here, and this should be enforced by petitions 
from all parts of the United States, that the Indians may 
be protected in their title umtil a fair adjudication of the 
case = For the stand which you have takex on their be- 
half they feel particularly grateful, as they do to all their 
disinterested friends in the Union. Even the smallest 
mark of interest in their case excites their gratitude, and 
though their hope of justice be small, their conviction of 
the deep injustice of the threatened removal is as firm as 
the seat of life or the principles of everlasting truth. A 
few “ William Penns” under God would save them and 
the nation. They anxiously look for the coming of this 
their stedfast and zealous friend to aid them. Meanwhile, 
as the lowly fasti prayer of Esther and the captive 
Je ined to ld and fearless petitions to the king 
sa er country the fury of the oppressor Haman : 
so let the church follow up her petitions to God with pe- 
titions to men for justice and mercy. If any hold back 








the ac we have received of the meetings of 
laborers and the destruction of property. Several 
magistrates’ meetings have been held on the subject ; 
but no one who has spoken at them has referred, as 
it seems to us, to the cause atall. Itis the want of 
Christian principle and feeling in the community. 
itis the want of reverence on all sides for the laws 
of the land. 

“The fear of the Almighty is,” we bre assured, 
“the beginning of wisdom,” and “a good under- 
standing have they who keep His precepts.” 

We believe the Christian Sabbath to be of Divine 
appointment, and that a habit of violating it, and 
teaching others to violate it, indicate the of 
the fear of God, and consequently of wisdom and 

understanding 

The blunders constantly itted by those who 
disregard the Sabbath, do not, therefore, surprise us, 
but are just what might have been expected. 

But what shall we say of a Christian community 
who have been full of confidence, and eager in the 
support of men who have no fear of God before their 
eyes, and who expected from such persons conduct 
more wise and more upright, than they did from 
those whose whole course proves that they derive 
their principles from the source of all true knowl- 
edge and wisdom? 

he truth cannot be too often told, nor too strong- 
ly impressed on the public mind, that the whole he- 
man race is but one great family; and that it is the 
extreme of folly for any portion of it to imagine that 
it is their interest to neglect, or injure, or oppress the 
rest. Selfishness is folly. It is rebellion against the 
laws of our common Father, but it is also, in itself, 
folly—the extreme of folly! It is mainly the result 
of bad education, and the occasion of nearly all the 
evils which make the world what it is—“ a cage of 
unclean birds,’ the habitation of men under demoni- 
acal influence, “hated aud hating one another.” 

The religion of Christ is the only certain cure for 
this, which Robert Hall calls the epidemic disease of 
human nature, and hence the unfaithfulness or 
radation of its teachers is the greatest, and, . 
the irreparable calamity of a State. The ancient 
prophets traced all the evils which befel the Jews to 
this fruitfal source, the faithless teachers countenan- 
cing corrupt and ambitious rulers, and both combin- 
ing to rob and spoil the poor and needy. 

Give us honest school masters, a free press, ang 
humble, faithful, devoted Ministers of Christ, and 
we will soon free the country of #ll her woes. With 
hold these, and the people must perish. 
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PETITIONING FOR THE INDIANS. 


We earnestly recommend the following business- 
like communication to the immediate attention of 
those to whom it is addressed. It is from a Clergy- 
man to Clergymen. They have advantages over all 
others of setting the business of petitioning in mo- 
tion, from their weekly public access to the inhabit- 
ants of our cities, villages and tewns—and this, we 
believe, is all that is needed. There can certainly 
be no impropriety in remembering on the Lord’s 
Day this effort of compassion and mercy to the af- 
flicted Indians. Our countrymen are better prepar- 
ed to act with decision on the subject than they were 
at the last meeting of Congress. Much information 
has been spread before them, and by those in whose 
knowledge and integrity they can place implicit con- 
fidence. Noman, woman, er child—for the whole 
question of duty here is within the compass of a 
child’s capacity—can complain that the path is not 
made clear and definite before them. Let us act then, 
and act immediately. The plotters of cruelty are on 
the spot,"prompt and vigilant. They have succeeded 
once, through our supineness, in fixing a stain upon 
us, at which the world has pointed with scorn; and 
will soon go on to sel the dye indelibly, if our hu- 
manity should come in just in time to be loo lale. 


TO CLERGYMEN. 


Ought not petitions to be sent in to Congress in be- 
tialf of the Indians? All the friends of the lodians 
say, yes. Why are not more petitions circulating ? 
Because every one is waiting for his neighbor to 
move first. Now if things go on at this rate, the ses- 
sien of Congress will close, and nothing be done. I 
have been waiting for others to move till | am tired of 
waiting, and | will not wait another day. The cry of 
the poor Indian is ringing in my ears, and though it 
rains violently this morning, and I am fatigued with 
the labors of the Sabbath, I will go immediately and 
attend to this business, that perchance something 
may be done for the relief of the Indian and the 
vengeance of Heaven be averted from us. It is 
time for us to be earnest and active. I will suggest 
to others the following plan. Let every Clergyman 
who reads this, immediately take his pen and paper, 
and either copy the following petition, modified to 
suit his taste, or draft an original one; sign his own 
name to it and carry’ it to the most efficient man in 
the parish, and have it presented to every man, and 
forwarded to Congress. 

“To the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States, in Congress assembled. 

“The Memorial of the subscribers, inhabitants of 
the town of in the county of , and com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, respectfully repre- 
sents : 

“ That your memorialists feel constrained to come 
before the National Legislature, with an earnest re- 
quest, that the public faith may be preserved invio- 
late, in all the transactions of the Government with 
the Indians; that these dependent allies, some of 
whom have been models of good faith and good 
neighborhood, may be treated with kindness and 
generosity, as well as with justice; that no encroach- 
ments may be made upon their right of territory, or 
right of self government, as guaranteed by numer- 
ous tréaties ; and that they may be secure in the pos- 
sessions which they derived from their ancestors, 
of which they are now in the peaceable enjoyment, 
and for the continued occupancy of which they have, 
fn the language of the Chief Justice of the United 


To Clergymen.—Rash doings in Georgia. 





[Jan. 


States, “a legal and just claim,” independently of 
any guaranty from the United States. 

“Your memorialists would refer your honorable 
body, for what they deem a correct exposition of 
principles on this subject, to a memorial adopted by 
citizens, &c. ata public meeting held, &c. (making 
reference to some leading public meeting, whose 
proceedings are most approyed—) and would only 
repeat their importunate prayer, that nothing may 
be done, or permitted, inconsistent with the great 
principles of public morality, or to the strict and 
ceetuetees regard to the obligations of good 
faith. 

“ And your Memoralists as in duty bound will ev- 
er pray.” 

Perhaps in sowe places it may be best to calla 
meeting and adopt resolutions, but it is now almost 
too late to wait for this. What we intend to do upon 


this subject, must be done quickly. 


A CLerRGrman. 


RASH DOINGS IN GEORGIA. 

The Georgia Legislature has passed resolutions, 
ordering the Governor and every other officer in the 
State to disregard the summons from Chief Justice 
Marshall, citing that State to appear before the Su- 
preme Court of the U. S., on the 10th inst., on a writ 
of error in favor of an Indian lately convicted of 
murder before one of the State courts of Georgia. 
The alleged murder was committed by a Cherokee 
against another Cherokee, withio the limits of the 
Cherokee country—and the Indian appealed to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, on the ground 
that the State had no right of jurisdiction in the 
case. The Legislature of Georgia, resolved to set 
the authority of Chief Justice Marshall at defiance, 
and the Indian was executed, in accordance with 
their inhuman resolution, on the 24th ult. The 
interesting question now is, ‘What course will be 
taken by the authorities of the U. States ?’ 





~ For the Religious Intelligencer. 
EXTRAVAGANCE IN DRESS. 


Me. Eprtor,—If the question were asked me, What 
mode of dress would you have adopted by the disciples of 
Jesus Christ ? my answer would be, Just that mode which 
a heart full of love to God and love to souls would dictate ; 
that mode which a person of common sense and common 
reason would look for on those whose daily prayer is, that 
they may be weaned from the world and have their affec- 
tions set on things above ; that mode which becomes pil- 
grims and sojourners, travelling to an eternity of holiness 
and joy ; that mode which is best adapted to glorify God 
and honor the Redeemer; in short, that mode which we 
have a right to expect from the followers of Him who 
has said of his own, “ They are not of the world even as 
I am not of the world.” I kuow it would be impossible 
to prescribe a particular fashion of dress, suited to the cir- 
cumstances and convenience of all. And this is unneces- 
sary. Let Christians have their hearts thorougly imbued 
with the spirit of the Gospel—ict them live and walk by 
faith, looking at those things which are unseen—let 
them learn properly to estimate and value “‘ the adorn- 
ing of the heart in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,” which in the sight 
of God is of great price ; and, under the influence of these 
principles, will they, can they th the world in 
rearing altars at the shrine of fashion, and offer up there- 
on fire from the temple of the Lord. 
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“ I desire to have my dress,” said a female friend who 
is now in heaven, “ of such a character as will excite the 
least attention.” Not negligent on the one hand, nor ex- 
travagant on the other. Let that become the desire of 
Christians, and the dress will be well enough regulated, 
and the voice of censure no more be heard. 

The following considerations are submitted for the at- 
tention of those whom they concern. 

In the first place, it is expensive. The money it costs 
you may think you can well afford ; but if you admit, as I 
think you must, that it is unnecessary, the Gospel claims 
it as its own ; for it does not allow you to incur useless 
expense for personal decoration. You may indeed have 
committed to you a greater abundance of this world’s 
goods than others; but what then? “ What have you 
that you have not received ?” “ You brought nothing in- 
to this world, and you can carry nothing out.” God may 
have made you «he almoner of his bounties; will you 
therefore lavishly spend upon yourself that which he 
meant you should bestow upon others? By the act of 
your consecration to God, you made this acknowledge- 
ment ; ought you not then rather to prove yourself werthy 
of the trust, for if you are unfaithful here, will he commit 
to your keeping the true riches ? 

It costs you time. No persons can give their attention 
to dress without making an unreasonable sacrifice of time. 
Those hours which God has sanctified and set apart as 
holy are most liable to desecration; and those moments 
which should be spent in preparing the heart for the sol- 
emn worship of the sanctuary, are ofien wasted at the 
toilet. The precious moments of our existence are fast 
fleeting away, and soon the last will come. That point 
which separates between two worlds will be our standing 
place, aud there, while gazing on this world and that 
which is to come, how think you will misspent time ap- 
pear? Neglected closets, on whose walls are written 
“ Mene Tekel,’’ will rise to testify, and all the hours so 
vainly spent, will have their record entered, and it will be 


read. 
Its influence on the heart is pernicious. “ It is of little 


consequence how we dress,” said some ladies to their min- 
ister, as he spoke to them of the inconsistency of their 
gay apparel, “ it does not affect the heart." “I know” 
said he, “ the dress does not affect the heart, but the 
heart affects the dress.” *‘ Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders,” &c. and also those desires or feelings 
which regulate the dress. The natural pride of the heart 
is cherished, and its love of the world increased. Itcan- 
not but be destructive to the growth of piety, fer it is like 
a noxious weed whose poisonous exhalations cast a blight 
on all that is fair and beautiful around it. 

It stands in direct opposition to that spirit of self-denial 
which the gospel inculcates. The cause of Christ and the 
welfare of immortal souls, call loudly upon the Christian 
church for self-denying exertifhs in their behalf. This 
love of dress and desire of fashionable display, is absolute- 
ly mocking at the demand. At this day, when we have 
presented to our minds in the most exciting point of view, 
the claims and wants of the Foreign Mission Society, the 
Tract and Education Society, the Bible Society, and last 
though not least, the Domestic and Home Missionary So- 
ciety, which have been sending forth their streams of 
blessedness to water and fertilize the moral deserts of 
our land and our world, but now are in danger of being 
dryed at their fountain, how strange does that conduct ap- 
pear which turns fi spirit-stirring appeals which are 
made ; and stifles feelings which the object 
excited, and all the promptings to self-denial which con- 
science awakened, in the indulgence of a worldly vauity 
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that has ruined and is still ruining thousands of immortal 
souls. 

lis influence over others is bad. The heart is prore to 
vanity as sparks are to fly upward. This knowledge it 
would seem, ought to make us cautious and watchful on 
this point. But on the contrary, with the simple authori- 
ty of an example from those who ought to know and do 
better, how many may be found, who are indulging them- 
selves as far, and some farther than their means will al- 
low, in those extravagancies which feed the appetite of 
vanity and serve to mark them in a scriptural point of 
view as the servants of mammon rather than the servants 
of God. Do you say, your example does not encourage 
them in this; they would do it if that were withdrawa. 
Nay, your influence is more extensive than you are aware 
of in this respect. Suppose every chief lady in the Chris- 
tian church, I mean those of the first standing and infla- 
ence, were to set the example of a cheap, neat, and mod- 
est decoration of themselveay how many of the other class- 
es would be found bedecking themselves with tawdry at- 
tie? Your example would apply a salutary and efficient 
corrective. Will you withhold it? 

It is an occasion of reproach from the world. There is 
one of vour godly professors, say they, weaned from the 
world, and devoted to Christ; her heart is set on heaven- 
ly things ; she is pressing toward the mark, and diligent- 
ly working out ber salvation, &c. ; all in a tone of irony, 
made doubly severe, because in many instances there is 
no appeal from it. They do, and in some measure it is 
their right,—make the outward conduct of professing 
Christians an index of the state of their hearts; and is 
there any thing ofiener repeated by way of reproach 
against religion than the attachment of many professora 
to fashion and dress? Offences will come and occasions 
of offence will come, but wo unto him through whom they 
come. Shall they come through you ? M.S. 

[ft has been hinted to us, that some ladies (wheth- 
er in that very near and dear relation of subscribers 
or not, we were not told, and shall therefore meet 
out our reproof very cautiously) do not very much 
relish having lectures read to them on the subject of 
dress—on the ground that there has been a meritori- 
ous abatement in that department of late, and there- 
fore they are not called for. Having never marked 
the exact height, when the fashions began to ebb, we 
are not judges in that matter. But this we know, that 
the healthy regulation of the desires and propensities 
of our hearts, has ever been deemed a fair subject 
of counsel and Christian precept. This we under- 
stand to be the single object of our cautious and can- 
did correspondent.—Not to quarrel with any partic- 
ular fashion, nor prescribe any—that would have 
been better done by a few hints to the milliners—bat in 
a Christiah spirit to invite all who would, to consider 
whether they are not paying attention to the fene- 
mens, at the expense of the fenent. Now, is the 
world really in no further need of Christian precept 
and counsel in this behalf? Are there none whose 
thoughtlessness, unrestraint and pride are getting a 
little the better of them, who need a helping hand? 
None who had better be putting on more of those 
charities and virtues that adorn the heart and show 
in the outward mien,—who ought therefore to be 
cautioned lest they leave the soul in an undress, while 
they attire the person? If there are none such in 
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New-Haven, there are perhaps a few in some parts 
of our country, whom it would be proper gently to 
remind of their duty. We entreat therefore that 
those who are blameless in these particulars will 
henceforth cease intercepting all our well-ineant coun- 
sels, before they have fairly set out on their destina- 
tion. Our audience is not prescribed to this fair city 
—we have twenty hearers out, where we have one 
iu. It would not speak very well for the modesty of 
the two or three slips around a pulpit, who should be 
forever monopolizing to themselves what is intended 
for the whole audience. At all events, if the moral 
corrections, counsels, and reproof’, which we are 
laboring to dispense are intercepted, here or any- 
where, we claim that those who stop them take 
“ what is set before them asking no question for con- 
science sake,” or else let them pass on. Whena 
tailor cuts a coat to order he is liable for the fit—but 
when he makes up garments and sends them into 
market for whomsoever they may fit, the wearer has 
himself to blame, if he choases those that do not set 
comfortably. ] 
APROPOS. 
We are glad to record such instances of self-deni- 


al. There must be many such before all wi!l be giv- 
en which the wants of the world require. It is one 


of the good effects of a pressure ow our benevolent 
institutions that the prayers and sacrifices of their 
friends are called out.— Conn. Obs. 

The Treasurer of the Connecticut Branch of the 
American Education Society, acknowledges the receipt 
of eleven dollars and thirty-three cenls, accompanied 


with the following nole. 
ELIPHALET TERRY, Treasurer. 

Mr. Terry.—The pressing wants of the “ American 
Education Society,” have induced a friend to that 
institution, to relinquish the purchase of a Merino 
dress, which she had contemplated, and by substi- 
tuting a calico, make a saving of $6, 33, which she 
cheerfully contributes to aid the funds of said So- 
ciety, and is convinced from the happiness she has 
experienced in the exercise of this little self denial, 
that if others would practice the same, they would 
find themselves abundantly rewarded. 

Another friend also contributes $5, which she has 
accumulated by petty savings during the last six 
mooths. 





* An Appress delivered before the Young Men's 
Temperance Sociely, of New-Haven, Conn., 
in Trinity Church, Dec. 20, 1830. By Rev. 

John S. Stone, Associate Reclor of Trinity 

Church in New-Haven.” 

We noticed Mr. Stone's excel'ent and powerful 
address at the time of its delivery, ranking it among 
the ablest, in our opinion, of the public appeals for 
temperance Reform. It is now published and may 
be had at the bookstores. We will give our readers 
a taste of it when we have room. In the mean time, 
let all to whom sound sense, cogent reasoning, friend- 
ly entreaty and maller of fact are recommendations, 
purchase the address and read it entire. “Novelty” 
he says, “‘ need not be expected, and is not necessa- 
ry. In every community, there are yet many minds, 
to which the interest of this cause has never fully 
reached. Facts, and reasonings, therefore, which 
are trite to some, may be new to others; and I should 
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rejoice in reiterating a thousand and a thousand 
times, if necessary, what had a thousand and a thow- 
sand times before been said ; till, by “‘ precept upon 
precept, line upon line, here a little and there a lit- 
tle,” the whole mass of American mind had felt the 
impression, and caught the spirit, and learned the 
details of the cause for which I speak. 1 go, at 
once, to the evils of intemperance.” 


CHURCHES IN THE CITY OF NFW-YORK. 

By a list of the Churches and Ministers in the city 
of New-York contained in the N. ¥Y. Observer, it ap- 
pears that there are of the churches—24 Presbyteri- 
an; Reformed Dutch 15; Episcopal 21; Baptist 17; 
Methodist 12; Associated Methodist 2; Roman 
Catholic 4; Society of Friends 1; Hicksite Friends 
3; Lutheran 3; Jews 3; Independent 2; Universal- 
ist 2; Unitarian 2; Other Churches 4. 


Repository of Biblical Literature.—We are ha 
py to announce that the first number of this 
Journal is in the press, and will be published 
about the first of January. Some notion may 
be formed of its character, from the subjects 
and authors of the leading articles, viz. 

The first part of “ A view of Theological Ed- 
ucation in Germany,”-—comprising a general 
account of the German Universities. By the 
Editor. 

An article on the Interpretation of the 16th 
Psalm involving the general principles of in- 
terpretation in regard to the Psalms prophetic 
of the Messiah. By Prof. Stuart. 

An article on the proper mode of interpreting 
the Scriptures. By Prof. Hahn, of Lae 
[Translated.] 

On the question, “ whether the prophets un- 
deistood the import of all the predictions which 
they uttered ?” By prof. Stuart. 

On the Grammatical accuracy of the writers 
of the New-Testament, By prof. Tittman, of 
Leipsic. [Translation.}—--Jour. of Humanity. 
REINFORCEMENT TO THE SANDWICH 

ISLANDS. 

On Tuesday marsing, 28:h ult. the ship New 
England, Parker, sailed from New-Bedford 
bound for the Sandwich Islands, carrying 
sengers Rev. Reuben Tinker, Rev. Sheldon 
Dibble, Rev. Dwight Baldwin, and Mr. An- 
drew Johnstone, with their wives, missionaries 
to those Islands. From the general attention 
and respect whiclf was shown them while here, 
the liberal contributiens of our citizens, in aid 
of their expedition, and the lively interest man- 
ifested on the occasion of their departure, we 
infer that the fact of their sailing from this port 
hus been the means of exerting a healthful in- 
fluence over the minds of this community gen- 
erally, in favor of the Sandwich Island mis- 
sions. This town has, from commercial rela- 
tion with those Islands, a greater interest in 
the prosperity of these missions than any other. 
Pious parents, who have sons engaged in the 
hazardous enterprise of taking whales, who oc- 
casionally touch at these Islands for recruits, 
will receive much consola from the fact, 
that their sons may receive wholesome instruc- 
tion from those who care both for their spiritu- 
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al welfare. On Wednesday evening previous 
to their departure their instructions were pub- 
licly given them before a crowded congrega- 
tiyn, , “¢ Evarts, Esq. Secretary of the A. B. 
c. F. M. and an interesting and appropriate 
address was delivered by the Rev. Samuel Nott, 
of Wareham.—.Vantucket Reg. 


SENTIMENT ABROAD. 


The Editor of the Canadian Watchman has the 
following remark on that part of the President’s 
Message which relates to the Indians :— 

“These few words concerning the tribes of In- 
dian natives, we read with extreme pain, and we 
fear facts will not justify them. The Presidentfhas 
much more of the same tenure, and though we can 
say nothing with a hope to alleviate the red men’s 
hard fate, it is our serious apprehension that might 
is about to trample down right, and grind it into the 
dust. Where shall the poor Indian find help? ‘Gop 


1s gust.’ ” 


Another instance of liberality ——The Secretary of 
the American Education Society, acknowledges in 
the last Philadelphian, Fifteen temporary scholarships 
of $75 per annum each ; subscribed during a recent 
agency performed by him, in Philadelphia, by mem- 
bers of the Fifth Presbyterian Church, under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Dr. Skinner; besides $95 
donations in the same congregation. Several other 
scholarships were subscribed in other churches in 
the city. 


ECCLESIASTICAL RECORD. 


Ordained at Sidney, Me. Thursday 16th ult. Mr. 
Lemuel Porter, recently of Boston, as pastor over 
the Baptist Church, in that town. 

Ordained at Killingly, Conn. Dec. 1, Mr. Albert 
Cole. Sermon by Rev. Thomas Barrett of Dudley, 
Mass. There is au interesting revival in progress at 
Killingly. 

The Rev. Peleg Seabury was ordained pastor of 
the First Church in New-Bedford, on Wednesday 
Dec. 29. Sermon by Rev. Samuel Nott, of Ware- 
bam. 

The Rev. Eli Moody, late of Northfield, was in- 
stalled pastor of the West Church, and minister of 
the West Parish, in Granby, Ms. on Wednesday, the 
20th of Dee., as colleague with Rev. Mr. Gridley. 

On Wednesday, the Ist ult. the Rev. Leonard Joha- 
son was installed over the ?Presbyterian Church in 
Brunswick, near Troy, N. Y. 





REVIVALS. 

The New-York Baptist Register contains 
several cheering accounts of the progress of 
religion, from which we make the following 
extracts. 

Auburn, N. Y.—Elder Wyckoff writes, that 
prospects in the Baptist Church are encourag- 
ing. Dr. Blain, recently settled, has baptized 
four, others have obtained a hope, and several 
appear awakened, The congregation is in- 
creasing. 


In Skaneateles, there is a pleasing attention 
among the Presbyterians. Elder Wyckoff at- 
tended a meetinggwith the Presbyterian minis- 
ter, when not less than twenty asked the pray- 
ers of Christians. A deep solemnity pervaded 
the meeting. Of the happy number, from 20 
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to 50, who had a good hope, two had favored 
Universalism. 

Rush, N. Y.—Dr. Miner writes that a happy 
state of religious feeling is apparent; he has 
baptized six, and others give good evidence of 
grace. A young lady, who has been a univer- 
salist, has been brought to rejoice in the har- 
mony of justice and mercy in Christ. One 
profane drunkard has given up his morning 
and evening drams, and worships God in bis 
family. 

In Atwater, Ohio.—The Rev. Mr. Buffett’s 
congregation in Atwater, in this county, is said 
to be blessed with one of the most powerful 
revivals with which the Reserve was ever visi- 
ted. It is stated by a gentleman recently from 
that place, that a spirit of anxious inquiry per- 
vades all classes of the people. It is believed 
that there is not an unconcerned individual in 
thetown. From fifty to sixty have already ob- 
tained hopes, and the number is constantly in- 
creasing. ‘The interest excited, as yet, has suf- 
fered no abatement. One of the happy char- 
acteristics of this revival, is, that Christians of 
different denominations, forgetting their differ- 
ences, meet and mingle in holy supplications to 
their common Lord, for the out-pouring of his 
Spirit upon dying sinners, and rejoice together 
in view of the exhibitions of his sovereign 
grace; esteeming it of more importance that 
souls should be saved, then that the interest of 
asect should be advanced.— Hudson Obs. § Tel. 


A letter to one of the publishers of the Re- 
corder, from a gentleman in Rochester, under 
date of the 21st ult., mentions that the work in 
that place moves onward without abatement, 
and is extending itself into other towns through 
that region of country. There is great unan- 
imity among Christians and Christian minis- 
ters. 

Every weck brings additional intelligence on 
the subject of revivals, which is of a gratifying 
character; and though, for prudential reasons, 
we decline publishing much that comes to hand, 
enough is inserted, to show that the present is 
emphatically a year of the right hand of the 
Most High.— West. Ree. 


Ithaca.—Extract of a letter to the editor of 
the Western Recorder, dated Ithaca, Dec. 27, 
1830 :-— 

Dear Brother—The good work here is going 
on with increasing power. Yesterday was in- 
deed a jubilee to the people of Ithaca. It was 
our communion, and rising of one hundred and 
forty souls were added to the church. The 
time was a time of God’s love, and we trust 
that many were converted to the Lord. 

At the close of the communion service, the 
congregation, like the people of Israel at Heze- 
kiah’s passover, requested that we might keep 
other seven days like the seven that were pass- 
ed. We have therefore resolved to spend the 
week in preparation, and next Lord’s day to 
celebrate the dying love of Jesus again, 

Friday and Saturday we shall have public 
service at the sanctuary. 

I am, my dear sir, your’s, &c. 
Wa. Wisner. 
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Rochester.—The revival in this place contin- 
ues with unabated interest and power. We 
might repeat the remark which we made 
some time since, that a large proportion of the 
recent converts are among our citizens of the 
first intelligence, and-who occupy the highest 
stationsin society. Opposition is hardly known, 
ox at least is confined to the very dregs of so- 
ciety. Not that there are not others who are 

d to this work of the Lord, but they have 
too much self-respect, and too much regard for 
the principles of religious toleration, to vent 
their malice in that way in which it often ex- 
hibits itself on such occasions. Meetings are 
as much crowded, and as large numbers come 
forward to ask for the prayers of Christians, 
as at any former period; as many strangers 
too, from the adjacent country, attend our 
meetings as heretofore. The consequence is, 
that the good work is extending into many of 
our churches in this region, and a more inter- 
esting state of things is experienced, we pre- 
sume, by the church of Christ in this part of 
the state, than it has ever before seen. We 
hear of new instances of the commencement 
of revivals almost every day. 

We still enjoy the ministerial labors of Rev. 
Mr. Finney, but they have been so arduous and 
unremitting as to have considerably impaired 
his health. He has, too, daily very pressing 
calls to preach in the churches in the vicinity. 
He has answered a few of these calls. Has 
been once or twice to Clarkson, Brockport and 
Ogden; and when his health will admit, he de- 
livers a lecture every week, on Wednesday, at 
Pittsford.— Roch. Obs. 


The New-England Christian Herald contains 

a letter from Peter Jones, a converted Indian, 
~stating that 1000 of the Chippewa Indians, and 
200 of the Mohawks are members of the Meth- 
odist Society, and all abstain from the use of 
rum, which this son of the forest denominates 








OBITUARY. 


Dizp—In Hartford, Dec. 18th, Mason F. Cogs- 
wet, M. D. aged 69. Rarely are we called to re- 
cord the death of one more universally respected and 
beloved than the deceased, and we are confident that 
to a great portion of our readers, we cannot occupy 
our columns more acceptably, than by presenting 
them with the following sketch of his life and char- 
acter, which accompanied the discourse of the Rev. 
Mr. Hawes, preached at his funeral, and which we 
have been permitted to transfer to our paper. 

Doctor Mason Fircn Cocswett was born in Can- 
terbury, in this State, on the 17th day of Sept. in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred 
and sixty-one. He was the only surviving child of 
the Rev. Dr. James Cogswell, first settled in the 
ministry in Canterbury, and afterwards, in Scot- 
land, a parish in the town of Windham. This ven- 
erable servant of the Lord, died at his son’s house 
in this city, about 23 years since, at the advanced 
age of 87 years. 

In the life and death of our deceased friend, we 
see one more striking display of the value of an ear- 
ly, religious education, and of the counsels and 
prayers of a pious parent. 

After graduating at Yale College, in 1780, Dect- 
or Cogswell pursued his medical studies with his eld- 
est brother, at Stamford, in this State, and after- 


- 








wards, completed them, under his direction, in the 
city of New. York. 

ie came to this place forty-one years since,—dur- 
ing which period, an almost uninterrupted course of 
active, constant, and faithful industry has marked 
his professional career,—a rare example of the 
amount of fatigue which can be undergone, and of 
arduous labor which can be performed, by one who 
is willing *‘ to spend and be spent” in the discharge 
of his duty. 

As a physician, he ranked amongst the first; and 
as a surgeon, he was pre-eminent, both in his own 
State, and in this country. Beloved by his brethren, 
and by a large number of students who pursued their 
medical studies under his direction, he contributed 
greatly to elevate the standard of the profession, to 
inspire its younger members with hope and enter- 
prise, and to shed over all a most happy influence 
by his kind and conciliatory example. He was cho- 
sen President of the Connecticut Medical Society in 
1812, and held the office ten years,—one of the most 
active of its members in devising and prosecuting 
measures for its prosperity. 

All public, benevolent objects and institutions re- 
ceived from our deceased friend a warm and 
support. He was among the first-who took the pre- 
liminary steps for the establishment of the Retreat 
for the Insane in this city, and continued to be from 
its commencement till his death, one of the medical 
visitors, attending it constantly at stated periods. 

The Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, stands a 
monument, if indeed all others were wanting, of his 
sympathy with the afflicted, and of his devoteduess 
to the best interests of his fellow men. What seem- 
ed, at first, to be a peculiar misfortune in his own 
family, was made, under the guidance and blessing 
of Providence, the means, not, as is too often the 
case, of exciting the murmers of discontent, but 
of giving vent to the overflowings of a benevolent 
heart towards all his kindred-sufferers. He took 
measures, through the aid of the Generdl Associa- 
tien of the Clergy in the State, to ascertain the num- 
ber of the deaf and dumb ;—he was deeply engaged 
ia calling the attention of the public to the subject ; 
he enlisted the individual who originally engaged in 
the enterprise, and was instrumental, under Provi- 
dence, of carrying it into effect. He was the prin- 
ciple agent in procuring the funds necessary for the 

reliminary operations, and from that time till the 
lay of his death, he has remained its warm and de- 
voted friend. 

He lived to see its complete success, and perma- 
nent hold upon the public confidence, and if any 
have cause to bend in tears over his tomb, and to 
cherish his memory with a fond and grateful recol- 
lection, it is that portion of our fellow men, who in 
this, and we trust through a long succession of future 
generations, will rise up and call him blessed, for 
having thus contributed his efforts to alleviate their 
misfortune in this life, and to teach them the way of 
admittance to those mansions of eternal rest, whith- 
er we trust, his spirit has already gone. 

To pourtray the private and personal worth of our 
departed friend, seems to be the less necessary on 
this mournful occasien, for it was known to you all. 
Let us linger, however, for a moment on his man! 
excellencies, while we cast the mantle of forgetful- 
ness over those traits of a different character, which 
he had in common with his fellow men, and of which 
he himself was not insensible, as rendering him a 
sinner in the sight of God, depending on the merits 
of Christ alone for pardon and salvation. He was 
beloved by you all; and it may with truth be said, 
that no one “has ever resided in this city who had 
more devoted, personal friends. Ha securing them, 
much is to be attributed to his kind and assiduous of- 
fices in the chamber of the sick and around the bed 
of death—to his prompt attentions to the calls of his 
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patients at all hours, early and late, and at all sea- 
sons, even when the inclemency of the weather 
would have justified, in one of his years, more re- 
gard to personal comfort and safety. He remember- 
ed too, the monition of his Saviour—‘‘ the poor ye 
have always with you”—and the amount of his pro- 
fessional charities and labors among them, the scenes 
of eternity will alone disclose. 

As a man, an open, frank and unsuspecting tem- 
per characterised him ; singularly inclined to think no 
evil of ethers, and to cast no reproach upon them.— 
His house was ever the scene of a ready and gener- 
ous hospitality—himself the happy dispenser of it; 
true to all the delicate and sympathetic offices of a 
neighbor and friend; in his conversation, cheerful, 
intelligent, and interesting; in his manners, refined 
and courteous; in his family—but time would fail 
me to speak of his faithful and devout discharge of 
the duties of a son, a brother, a husband, a father. 
It was in these relations, that his character exhibited 
its most amiable and endearing aspect. Cherishing 
his venerable parent through a long and protracted 
course of those infirmities that attend extreme old 
age, in the bosom of his own family, and with a 
simplicity of affection and reverence almost child- 
like, our friend was the instrument of thus dispens- 
ing to this patriarch-saint the Divine blessing which 
he himself bad drawn down by the like offices of fil- 
ial piety, and of securing, in his turn, as some of 
oe have lately witnessed, around his own death- 

, every soothing care and attention, which his 
necessities either bodily or spiritual required, from 
the hearts and bands of a beloved wife and children. 

His uniform assent to the great, leading truths of 
the Gospel ; his esteem and affection for all the sin- 
cere disciples of Jesus Christ ; his interest, especially 
of late years, in the progress of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom; his reverence of the holy Sabbath, and exem- 
plary attendance in the house of God, worthy of the 
imitation of all engaged in the medical profession ; 
his observance of the interesting duty of family de- 
votion ; his increasing regard for all that relates to 
the welfare of the soul, a circumstance which has 
attracted the notice of some of his intimate friends ; 
these traits of the Christian character, in connection 





with the general tenor of his conversation and con- | fi 


duct, furnish a consoling hope that death was to him 
an event of unspeakable gain, and that he has gone 
to be forever with the Lord. 

His reasons for not publicly espousing that cause 
which he hoped he loved, are best known to the great 
Searcher of hearts, and tu his own soul. For some 
time, he had felt a deep solicitude on this subject, 
and during his late illness, expressed his sincere re- 
gret, for what he then considered a great failure in 
neglecting to discharge so important a duty—a fact, 
which it is devoutly to be wished, may make a sol- 
emn and salutary impression upon any who, in simi- 
lar circumstances, are hesitating to come forward 
and avow themselves openly, as followers of Jesus 
Christ. 

It was this Saviour, in all the fulness of his aton- 
ing sacrifice, in all the sufficiency of his mediatori- 
al character, on whom, and on whom alone, our 
departed friend relied for all hope of the pardon of 
his guilt, and of acceptance with God. A few days 
before his death, he said to his pastor—“I have a 
hope which { would not part with for all the world. 
| think that I feel Christ become more and more pre- 
cious to my soul.” And in his last hours, while the 
power of utterance yet remained, he expressed his 
unshaken faith in this Divine Redeemer—the same 
Almighty Friend who sustained bis venerable father 
in his last extremity, who while he had utterly forgot- 
ten the dearest eagthly relatives, could exclaim, with 
all the freshness of a distinct recollection, and all 
the fervor of a confiding heart, “ Yes, | know Jesus 
Christ; He is my God and my Redeemer.”—Conn. 
Courant. ‘ 
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Drep—tn this city, (Hartford,) on Thursday, the 
30th ult. aged 25, Miss Alice Cogswell, daughter of 
the late Dr. Mason F. Cogswell. 

She was deprived of hearing and speech, by the 
spotted fever, when between two and three years of 
age. In this affliction, God had designs of mercy, 
which the wonderful workings of his Providence, 
have since most clearly unfolded. She was to be the 
instrument of immense good to her companions in 
misfortune. Who could be better fitted than herself, 
to excite a deep and general interest in the Deaf and 

! her intelligent features ; her blooming face ; 
her sprightly manners ; ber winning comeliness; ber 
tender age ; her thirst for knowledge; her gratitude 
for kindness ; her sad deprivation ;—all these plead 
for herself, and for others in the same condition, 
with an eloquence that was irresistable. Who could 
be better fitted than her father, to project, and car- 
ry into effect, some place for their relief! His edu- 
cation ; his character, both private and professional ; 
his extensive infl ; his ardent benevolence; bis 
persevering zeal; these marked him as the very per- 
son, in whose family such an affliction should fall, ia 
order to make it the surest source of blessings to him- 
self and to thousands. And ®ost patiently, nay, 
even cheerfully, did both he and his daughter suomit 
to this trial, deeming it a happiness and a privilege 
to suffer that other sufferers might be relieved. 

Such was the origin of the American Asylum for 
the education of the Deafand Dumb in this city, and 
such the instrumentality which the deceased bad im 
its establishment. She lived to partake largely of 
its benefits, and to furnish, in the developement of 
her fine mind and amiable feelings, one of the most 
striking specimens of what can be accomplished im 
the education of the Deaf and Dumb. 

Her intelligence ; her command of language, and 
the ease with which she communicated her ideas; 
her affable and elegant deportment; her cheerful- 
ness; her dutifulness and affection iv the more en- 
dearing relations of life; her lively interest in her 
fellow-sufferers; her general kindness and good will, 
made her peculiar misfortune almost, if not quite, 
forgotten, and shed around her character a loveli- 
— Se befitting the daughter, the sister, and the 
riend. 

What a privilege, that she was taught the truths of 
the Gospel! What a striking illustration does ber 
case affurd, of the importance of leaching these truths 
to the Deaf and Dumb! . 

Her intimate friends, for along time past, have 
noticed the increasing interest which she has taken 
in the concerns of her soul, and that, in her life and 
conversation, she had begun to exhibit “ the peacea- 
ble fruits of righteousness.” Jesus Christ we would 
bumbly hope, as she often did during her last sick- 
ness, was truly the object of her ardent faith and 
love. His name would arrest her attention, and ap- 
pease her bodily sufferings, when nothing else would. 
On Him, as her only and all-sufficient Saviour, she 
expressed her entire reliance; and with Him, and 
her deceased parent, we indulge the consoling be- 
lief, her spirit is now united in the mansions of eter- 
nal rest. 

While in health, she often said that she could not 
survive her parents. Alas! the event has too sadl 
proved the truth of her prediction. The cold eart 
has but just covered the remains of her beloved fa- 
ther, and her’s repose by his side! 

Let not their friends mourn without hope. “ Bless- 
ed are the dead that die in the Lord.” The myste- 
ries of Providence, however dark and mysterious, 
shall all yet be solved, and prove that God is good, 
and that he ordereth all things in infinite mercy for 
those who love Him.—Conn. Obs. 





In Wallingford, on the 13th ult. a child of Mr. Bill- 
ious Hopson, aged 2 years. 








Poetry—Funeral Reflections.— The Mohegan Church. 





POETRY. 

For the Religious Intelligencer. 

FUNERAL REFLECTIONS. 
Come, gather to this burial place,—ye gay !— 
Ye of the laughing eye, and frolic brow 
I bid you hither. She who makes her bed 
‘This day ‘neath the cool turf with flowers a 
Was one of you.—Time had not laid his ha 
On tress or feature,—nor the tide exhal’d 
Which fed her joyous bosom, leaving nougltt 
For Death to do, save what the zephyr's sigh 
Doth to the flickering taper.—~No. Her cheek 
Sham’d the fresh rose-bud,—in her eye was light, 
Which glad Hope kindled,—in her footsteps, grace, 
Song on her lip,—affections iu her heart 
Like doves nesting. 

woh Yet from all she turn’d,— 
All she forsook,—unclasping her soft hand 
From friendship'’s ardent pressure, with « smile 
As if she were the gainer. To lie down 
In yon dark pit she cometh.——Dust to dust 
es to ashes,—till the glorious morn 


Of resurrection. 
Doubting do ye ask 
Where is the gain ?~e—-Go to your homes, ye Gay !— 
‘Go to your secret chambers, and kneel down 
And ask of God.—Urge your request as one 
That will noi be denied.—Prevent the dawn, 
And through the night-watch plead in His dear name 
Who opes the gaies of mercy. 
Should ye gain 
- That Faith whose anchor is red Calvary’s cross 
Feel from your pean a ayn te ae hear 
On golden harps a welcome to the sky— 
Say, will ye rate marvel that your friend 
lar’d by all the pageantry of earth 
Found blesseduess in death ? 


THE MOHEGAN CHURCH. 

‘The following beautiful lines, from the Norwich 
Courter, are from the pen of oe ee The 
Mndian church alluded to, is one a’ g erected 
mear Norwich, chiefly by the contributions of fe- 
enales. 





yon hills in distance fade, 

erst the red-brow’d hunter stray’d, 
Aad mark ¢Lose streamlets, sheen and blue, 
Where gliding sped the slight canoe, 
While through the forests, swift and light, 
The wild deer shuon'd the arrow’s flight. 

Ask ye for hamlet's peopled bound, 

With cawe-roof'd cabins circled round? 
For chieftain proud 1—for hoary sire ?— 
Or warrior, terrible in ire ?— 

YVe've seen the shadow quit the vale— 
The foam upon the waters fail— 

The @eeting vapor leave no trace: 

Such was their path—that faded race. 

Hark! hark! from yonder darksome field 
Methought their thundering war-shout peal’d— 
Methoug ht I saw iu flickering spire 
The —- of their council-fire : 

Ab, no! the dust hath check’d their song, 

Aad dimm'd their glorious ray— 

But hath it staunch'd their bleeding wrong? 
Or quell’d remembrance, fierce and strong ? 
Recording augel—say ! 





Lo! where a savage fortress frown'd 
Amid yon blood-cemented ground, 
A hallowed dome, with peaceful claim, 
Shall bear the meek Redeemer’s name; 
And forms like those that lingering staid 
Latest ’neath Calvary’s awful shade, 
And earliest pierc’d the gather'd gloom 
To watch their Savior’s lowly tomb— 
Such gentle forms the Indian’s ire 
Have sooth’d, and bade that dome aspire. 
And now where rose the murderous yell 
The tanefal hymn to God shall swell— 
Where vengeance spread a fatal snare, 
Shall breathe the red man’s contrite prayer. 
Crush’'d race !—so long condemn'd to moan— 

Scorn’d—rifled—spiritless, and lone,— 
From heathen rites—from sorrow’s maze, 
Turn to these temple-gates with praise ! 
Yes, come and bless th’ usurping band 
That rent away your fathers’ land— 
Forgive the wrong—suppress the blame, 

~ And view your hope—vour heaven—the same ! 


PROGRESS OF DISCOVERY. 


Dr. Lingard, the Roman Catholic historian 
of England bas made the discovery, that Queen 
Mary never perseeuted the Protestants! A 
writer in the Hartford Episeopal Watchman 
has made the discovery, that the Church of 
England never persecuted the Puritans! It 
now only remains for us to make the discove- 
ry, that the Puritans never persecuted the Bap- 
tists and Quakers! This is the age of inven- 
tion.— Bos. Rec. 


How to uphold our denomination. —* By rejoie- 
ing in the prosperity of every other denomina- 
tion, in as far as they accord with the mind of 
Christ, we shall promote the best interests of 
our own.” Fouren. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. 


The subscriber feels a peculiar satisfaction, in ac- 
know ig the receipt of thirty dollars, from the 
Female volent Society, connected with the Con- 
gregational Church and Society in Derby, to con- 
stitute him a life member of the Am. Society. 
He feels that this token of Christian regard, w 
form a new and interesting bond between him, and 
the good people of D.; and is the more gratified 
when he considers, that this mark of respect, while 
it is remembered by him with grateful emotions, will 
be “abundant by many thanksgivings to God,” on 
the part of those who are perishing for the word of 
life. ALBERT HALE. 

New-Haven, Jan. 6. 1831. 
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